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Interviewet er foretaget over Skype-forbindelse til US Virgin Islands. Der er en tidsforskel på 6 
timer og derfor er interviewet foretaget ved midnat dansk tid. 
 
Lydfil 1 
[Hilsen og klargøring af mikrofon] 
Trine (T): Okay, here we go. So, I’m just gonna to introduce myself and our project. Um, my 
name is Trine. And our project is gonna explain Denmark’s history as a colonial power and a 
discussion of whether the slavery and colonialism has affected the national identity of the US 
Virgin Islands, uh, and we’re also gonna talk about whiteness, otherness and reparations of 
course.  
Shelley Moorhead (S): Alright 
T: Well, we have a couple of questions for you that I’ll just like you to answer. There are like 
ten or something. Uh so the first question is how do you personally relate to the history 
behind the colonization? 
S: Um, personally it is, uh, bittersweet. Certainly we are excited about our 21st century 
connection to Denmark, and all of the… uh, and everything that that means, whether it is our 
exchange or the tourism or, uh, or mutual and shared heritage. However we understand that 
all of that is rooted in a very dark history and a history that has pretty much been, uh, 
unreconciled and unresolved, and so in that matter I’ll sum it up as bittersweet.  
T: Mhm. Okay, so in your opinion, uh, how has colonization and slavery affected the current 
society and the national identity in the US Virgin Islands and what does it mean to be a Virgin 
Islander today? 
[Klargøring og gentagelse af spørgsmålet] 
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S: I think I can answer them [the questions] all in one, um, there are many ways in which 
colonization and slavery have affected the Virgin Islands and its people. And many of those, 
uh, effects or causatory actions continue to linger in a way, which they still affect us today. 
Politically, socio-economically, educationally, in the areas of our health, and many other ways, 
but they are too numerous to itemize in this short interview, that we’re having today, so 
perhaps I’ll give just a few examples.  
T: Yeah. 
S: So let us say politically, how colonization and slavery affected the Virgin Islands and how 
the lingering effect of colonization and slavery still continue to impact the Virgin Islands 
today. Well politically the Virgin Islands is an unincorporated territory in possession of the 
United States, which is just a bunch of fancy words put together to coin a term which means 
colony. 
T: Mhm. 
S: So, in 1917 when these islands and this people were sold from one colonial power to 
another, our inalienable human right to self-determination was violated by circumvention, 
meaning that the native population was not consulted by either the seller or the buyer. And, 
just as a sidenote, if this people on July 3rd 1848 had it, perhaps one of their first or most 
notable expressions of self-determination, took their, the matter of their freedom, into their 
own hands and emancipated themselves from chattel slavery, well then how just a few 
generations later can people that made themselves free, how were they then, how were they 
then sold? 
T: Mhm. 
S: You understand? 
T: Yeah. 
S: So, politically that sale continues to affect us to this day. Why? Well, before the sale we were 
not Danish citizens and after the sale we’re not US citizens either. A US citizenship was 
conferred upon us, we were not asked if we wanted to be US citizens. After 250 years of 
Danish colonialism and 175 concurrent years of one of the most brutal and inhumane form of 
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chattel slavery in the Caribbeans. I mean, they didn’t ask us, listen you ready to get out of 
here? Come back to Copenhagen. Can we drop y’all off? You know what I mean... You wanna 
be independent, do you or we’re ready to sell this place, what can we do for you? After a 
period for of 200 years contributing anywhere from one third to three fourths of Denmark’s 
GDP. I mean, it’s the least they could have done, you know? But, uh, so politically that affected 
us because, uh, up until 1954, uh, universal suffrage for us was not granted and so we were 
not able to vote for our governor or our legislators, our senators, our councilmembers and we 
could not own land. And if you cannot own land, then you cannot vote and so we were 
politically disenfranchised for generations after the sale.  
T: Mhm. 
S: Today continuing on although we do have US citizenship per say, [gentagelse], less than 
30% of the US constitution is applicable to US Virgin Islanders. So, we do not have a 
constitution of our own. And less than 30% of the United States’ constitution applies to us, uh, 
we are not represented at the United Nations, we do not vote for the president of the United 
States, although he or she is able to send us into war, they can draft us, right now we’re in 
Afghanistan, we’re in Iraq, if they go to war in Syria, we will be there, trust me. Our delegate to 
congress do not have a congressman or a congresswoman per say…  
Lydfil afbrydes. 
 
Lydfil 2 
S: Okay… so… the question now is? 
T: What do you think reparations or simply an apology øhh would do for the people of the US 
Virgin Islands? 
S: Well an apology would be a great acknowledgement of all of these historical wrongs that we 
just mentioned. It would say to the Virgin Islanders that… ahhh… we understand that your 
present day predicament ahh is neither not entirely your fault or your fault…ahh… and also… 
the management of wrongdoings… then would beg some sort of… ahh… well the root word of 
reparations is repair.. would then beg some sort of repair of these things, whereas you can 
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see… although it is very very much a part of our history, and our shared history, it is also very 
much a part of our present day and it is for us not to decide how we want it to be a part of our 
future and how future generations will view the past and view today… but… it is unthinkable 
that other… this brutality and these horrors could have existed and that... ahh… Denmark 
would simply just walk away and be unaffected by all of this inhumanity… well.. 
T: hov 
S: relatively speaking it is impossible and so you see that… the inhumanity sewn by Denmark 
in the Danish West Indies during the colonial period are, it took root and it is a tree that 
blooms now in Denmark proper(03:05) itself. We can look at the fruit of that tree ahh in some 
of the institutionalized racism that exists in Denmark. And now for many years the debate in 
Denmark has been raging on how immigrant populations have been denied… ahh…services 
and education and employment and health care just based on nationality or perhaps skin 
color or culture you know.. or their nation of origin… and so.. the inhumanity didn’t just 
remain isolated to the Danish West indies it was something that was brought home with them  
T: hmm mm 
S: and… if in fact, as a people, move in closer together in a global community, if in fact we are 
to learn from the lessons of our past, that would be reflected in what we do in our present day 
generations and I don’t think that anybody was of a sound mind and has any degree of 
historical understanding can deny the ahh… the brutality… the severe inhumanity… the 
injustice that has been perpetrated by the kingdom of Denmark…ahh... its monarchy and its 
merchants over that precedence over the year of the colonial period and so…ahh.. moving 
forward…ahh..yes.. an apology is certainly important to the people of the Virgin Islands. But 
an apology without some sort of…ahh.. material acknowledgement to foster/further(05:19) 
that repair or to …ahhh… substantiate those reparatory …ahh… initiatives and actions, I think 
we would pretty much be empty so the hope of the people of the Virgin Islands certainly is 
that they would come hand in hand, an apology and a reparatory process. A process where 
reparations and reconciliation might be realized between the people of the Virgin Islands and 
the people of Denmark. 
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T: hmm mm so you think that a reparation would øhmm help the US Virgin Islands and 
Denmark come together and help each other… so it is not more a… is it... it is not as much 
financial it’s more what 
S: ahh… there certainly is a financial component ahh to reparations but… when you consider 
all that has been impaired, all that has been injured or all that has been lost by this people 
..ahh.. money and economy or finances is only one thing on that list. If you can imagine that 
there is a people that were taken from their land, from their language, from their culture, from 
their traditions, from their institutions of higher learning, from their treaties, from their 
families, from their dietary habits. And everything that made them whole and human was 
stripped from them. In fact their humanity was impaired. And for a period of one hundred and 
seventy five years this people was transported across the middle passage, the Atlantic ocean, 
in the bellies of ships and in chains, in some of the most gross and unsanitary conditions 
known to human kind he… Those… ah hold on [what up]… The records will say that 
somewhere near of fifty percent of those that left the African shores to be transported out in 
the ships less than fifty percent of those people survived the journey. 
T: hmm mm 
S: So those that were fortunate enough to survive the journey then spend the remainder of 
their lives bound to the brutality of harsh estate and plantation labor, with no accompanying 
wages. And then, if that was not enough, their future generations, they were bred like animals, 
like animal (08:51), their future generations were also imprisoned to these conditions… and 
so… We haven’t even discussed money yet. 
T: hm 
S: But look at all that has been lost… and so while money is important we are a people right 
now that are fighting to restore our humanity… We have violence in our streets, our young 
people are dying our health is just ridiculously poor … you know… educationally we are 
suffering, so our infrastructure ahh… we have an energy crisis here you know 
T:hmm mm 
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S: so…yeah… money certainly is important but that’s only one thing on a list of many 
unresolved issues 
T: hmm 
S: that exists between the people of the Virgin Islands and the kingdom of Denmark. I mean 
certainly if we, we could find and probably ahm employ forensic accountants and they could 
go through the archives and other of the historical records and I’m sure that after several 
months they could come up with a tally of ahh… how much ahh… forced and uncompensated 
labor was in fact exacted out of this people, I’m sure we could come up with a figure  
T: hmm mm 
S: you know, but money, again, is only one thing on that list and we are looking to have our 
humanity, our dignity, our self-respect restored. First and foremost. 
T: okay… so why do you think the Danish government is reluctant to engage in a discussion 
regarding the request for reparations and why do you think most politicians are against in 
Denmark? 
S: ahh… because they are wrong hehe 
T: hehe 
S: ahh.. not because they personally are wrong, because the history speak for itself you know, 
and no self-respecting ahh politician in any nation ahh… would like… ahhh... to put his or to 
see his nation or his country cast ahh… in any part unfavorable light. These are very different 
called issues, very hard issues to ahh, to discuss and to bring to light. I have, we find that even 
with in the debate that ahh there is a lack of understanding, you know, of what the issues 
really are… 
T: hmm mm 
S: I mean he did a great job of that, soren, what’s his name,  soren esper 
T: Søren Espersen 
S: you know 
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T: yeah 
S: he’s a comedian for us  
T: hahahah 
S: you know… so… you know… I think that, as he says, as we are closer to 17 we will find a 
(badge??)… 
Lydfil afbrydes. 
 
Lydfil 3 
S: And I didn’t even…  to partner with(00:02)… he serves it better too with our citizens in 
order to patternize and be called the vision that it is today but that raw material was the labor 
resource of those that were enslaved and those that were… 
Lydfil afbrydes. 
 
Lydfil 4 
S: … in The Danish West Indies, and we benefited nothing from that. In fact when you look at 
the Treaty that was signed between the kingdom of Denmark and the President of The United 
States in 1917. While they were writing privileges, there was a distinction that was made 
between Danes and the ex-slave population… and there were Danish citizens and then there 
were Danish subjects, and I don’t have to tell you who the subjects were. Well, the latter, the 
subjects were afforded no, absolutely no rights and no privileges, in that treaty document, 
none whatsoever, while the Danish citizens, however, were afforded all kinds of rights and 
privileges. If they wanted to return to Denmark and be a citizen, they could do so. If they 
wanted to stay they could be US citizens. The Danish church had special rights. I mean, The 
Danish West India Company, they held onto the harbor until 1986. The Chief economic engine, 
our harbor. That’s in 1986, and then had the nerve to make us buy it from them in 1986 for 54 
million dollars. More than twice, what we, what, what the entire, all the islands were bought 
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for. The Virgin Islands were sold for 25 million dollars. They made us buy their dock and their 
peers and their harbor for 54 million dollars, so to add insult to injury after 175 years of 
slavery, 250 years of colonization. You will still make us buy the dock? So, yeah, like I said, 
bitter sweet. 
T: In terms of reparations a lot of people argue that what’s done is done.  So they believe that 
if we start making apologies to you, then they might as well apologize to England for what the 
Vikings did or… and so on and so further.  
S: I would like to take my answer and try to register it in Denmark and in the Danish media, so 
we can put that silly argument to rest. The Danes and the Brits was centuries of reconciled for 
the Viking raids. Are not the royal houses related? Is not the queen of Denmark the cousin or 
the aunt of queen of Denmark, of Norway and of Belgium and of France and of… all of that has 
been reconciled. They are member… they share colonies I mean, the European Union. Their 
families, they marry, they inter-marry.  
I mean, so, the, what reconciliation has there been. What effort toward reconciliation has 
there been with the people of the Danish West Indies that you enslaved for a 175 years. I don’t 
know that the Vikings raided for a 100 years. 
But for, but surely for a 175 years and surely for 250 years these people were enslaved and 
colonized and so, while it may sound silly to go and apologize for those things, to a great 
extent that reconciliation and those apologies were made between Denmark and Britain 
centuries ago. If we just want to be realistic and bring that argument up. 
T: So I just found out, that the first 10 minutes did not record. I have a couple more questions 
but can you repeat how the colonization and slavery has affected the current society socially 
and politically? Can you repeat that for me? 
S: Socially 
T: and politically 
S: politically. Well, politically… we are still a colony and so Denmark, by selling the Danish 
West Indies to The United States of America, sought to escape its responsibility to decolonize. 
And as a result today we are still a colony. We do not vote for the US President, we have no 
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representation at the United Nations, we are taxed without representation, we have a delegate 
to the US congress who has no vote in the US congress, our young men and women are sent 
into wars overseas by the US President and US military and come back in caskets with US flags 
on them, although we do not have the vote. What else… Politically our status – we are 
unincorporated territory, which means nothing more than colony. I think that our, we do not 
have a constitution unless the 30% of the US constitution applies to us. The document that 
governs us is a US congressional document, called the Organic Act of the US or the revised 
organic act of 1954. It was first given to us in 1936 and then revised in 1954, allowing us to 
elect our own governor, lieutenant governor and legislators. I think that politically that is 
pretty much is it, in a nutshell. I didn’t give it to you with as much detail and passion at the 
first time. Ahh soc… socially… socioeconomically, poverty in Ghana is at 32,5%, poverty in the 
US Virgin Islands is at 34,5%. So although we are some might boast that the US flag flies here, 
make no mistake we are every bit of a quote on quote third world developing nation so to 
speak. It would be good to see some Danish NGO’s here, talk about reparations, but there are 
none… and we wonder why. We look at a bilateral agreement between Denmark and The rep 
ahh is it the Republic of Ghana? And, I mean, almost of a quarter of a billion of US dollars, and 
so when money is brought up in the matter of the US Virgin Islands, we wonder why 
everybody gets so ahg ahg ahg… nobody wants to talk about money. Y’all took us out of Ghana. 
Poverty in Ghana is less than it is in the Virgin Islands. Historically, Virgin Islanders are 
Ghanaians and we share that colonial history. I mean why has Ghana been isolated or why has 
the US Virgin Islands been disenfranchised in that reconciliation process. Socially, we have all 
of the ails associated with a third world country, a third world country or a developing 
nation… 
Lydfil afbrydes. 
 
Lydfil 5 
S: ahh… domestic violence… homicide … poverty… ahh… you name it. Poor education, 
suffering infrastructure, suffering economy, outdated institutions … you name it, everything. 
Corruption. Everything that you… all the social things that you can imagine to be asscociated 
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with a developing nation or a third world country. Those things exists here and historically 
find their root in Danish colonization… and slavery.  
T: So, from where we see it, there seems to be a lack of knowledge about the history of 
colonization and slavery – among the common people in Denmark. Do you agree with that? I 
don’t know how much you have to do with stuff like that but… 
S: Yes, but my question to you then would, but why is that so? The Danes, historically, have 
always been meticulous record keepers and have placed a great value on education and 
institutionalized education, so why is it? And I think that perhaps for reasons of shame and 
guilt that these… this history, this 250 year period of Danish history has been swept under the 
rug in Denmark and only now, I think that some of it is coming out. You know 
T: So, do you think reparations could help get more knowledge to Denmark if we had a 
partnership?  
S: I think that the Virgin Islands Reparations Movement has helped, get more knowledge 
regarding The Danish West Indies to the Danish population, in the last 10 years. This  year 
might in fact, ahh excuse me this month will mark the 10th anniversary of out inaugural 
delegation to Denmark… and so in April of 2005, I led a political, an official political delegation  
of Virgin Islands leaders to Denmark, to initiate reparations talks… and since that time, I think 
that the doors to this knowledge have been opened, you know… and slowly but surely they 
are opening, wider and wider every year. We can see in recent years that the debate on 
apology raged for some months in the national media, and so…  and some years before that as 
well. These debates have been, they are main stream now and I don’t think that that existed 
prior to 2005, and so the US Virgins Islands Reparations Movement for the initiative that was 
last year in the territory has done a lot for increasing awareness of these things, and we hope 
to do so much more. And I think that it took the partnerships over the years there, in 
Denmark. I think that it has bolstered that as well, you know whether it has been with 
Roskilde University or the University of Copenhagen or, and one time we had a memorandum 
understanding with the Danish Institute For Human Rights. And so those partnerships over 
the years, working together across the Atlantic for these purposes I think has also done a 
great deal to increase the awareness.  
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T: So you said the educational system on US Virgin Islands aren’t very good, so do you think 
the people from the US Virgin Islands are more or less aware of their colonial past than their 
Danish counterparts? Because I mean, even though the education system here basically just 
skips it, I’ve seen a lot.  
S: I think that it is very difficult for anybody to be born and raised in the Virgin Islands and to 
have this history not affect them. And so it is very much a part of their every day, as we have 
explained socially, politically, economically and in the areas of health. It is very much a part of 
their everyday. But as far as an intellectual or educational understanding, and a working 
knowledge of how all of this came to exist, and to be able to educationally delineate between 
some of the… yeah, we lack in that area, you can understand without saying. It is very much a 
part of their everyday existence. You cannot be born and raised here and not have slavery and 
colonization affect you, and be a part of you. However, to have that… As I say, we are very 
poor in the area of education, and in literacy. And so, to understand our 7:25 … and to have an 
educational awareness of their predicament, politically, socially, economically, I think that the 
average Danish student is much better off, simply because of what the society has to offer. 
T: Do you feel like there’s a divide in the way people of Denmark and the US Virgin Islands 
interpret history, and if so, why? 
S: I think for many years, the history in Denmark has been romanticized, so… yeah… I think 
that is the why. 
Lydfil afbrydes. 
 
Lydfil 6 
S: I can’t use that as a baggage statement. I can’t say (??? 00.06) things. There are a great, 
many number, great number of Danes that work in the educational system, here and in the 
universities that are just… they just love the Virgin Islands, you know 
T: Haha 
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S: And that part of your Danish history. And they have a very, very good understanding of the 
history and of the present day ills also, the predicaments of the political difficulties that exists, 
you know… the social connection and the differences and so… I have learned a great deal 
about the Virgin Islands and the former Danish West Indies in Denmark over the last ten 
years.  
T: M-hm 
S: And so… naturally all of our history is there, you know. Another point in the (???) is that it’s 
very expensive for the average Virgin Islander to research their (???) in history. Past 1917 
you’ve gotta get on a plain, you know. 
T: M-hm 
S: And you gotta know Danish, read, write, speak and understand it.  
T: Yeah 
S: Or be able to pay somebody that does. And then after, after you get past the... the nineteenth 
century, or so. If you don’t have somebody that could read, write, translate and interoperate 
gothic Danish, then you’re lost too. So, and this is our history, you know. 
T: M-hm 
S: So… so socially and educationally not having that knowledge itself, to something which 
affects the people that we are. 
T: okay  
S: There is a part of us that we just cannot know about, unless we come to Denmark again.  
T: yeah, that is very fucked up. Øhm... so when we were reading about øhm… the past when 
the Virgin Islands were colonized by Denmark, øhm… there was a lot of talk about skin color, 
øhm… the lighter you were, the more status you had. Does color of skin effect the US Virgin 
Islands still today? 
S: Yeah it does, it still does.  
T: M-hm 
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S: Not just the US Virgin Islands, that can be said throughout theoretically diaspora, when you 
like use the word diaspora, to refer to anywhere Africans descendants can be found outside of 
Africa as a result of the transatlantic slave trade.   
Trine: M-hm 
S: So that statement is not only true for the US Virgin Islands, but it is true throughout the 
diaspora. And that is as a result of some of the øh…. (telefon bipper)… the øhm… methods that 
were institutionalized to, what I call seasoned or to break a slave, to make a slave. You know, 
øhm… the closer the color of the master, I guess the more accepted that you were. The darker 
you were, the more øh… susceptible I guess you were to a harder treatment. You would find 
that the lightest skin øh... enslaved Africans were perhaps more of the domestic workers or 
the house slaves, you know. 
T: M-hm 
S: The lighter skinned women were more likely to be concubines of the planters and the 
Europeans. And they were more likely to find favor with the European of (Trine hoster 05.05) 
and backwards, you understand?  
T: M-hm 
S: And so that not only the Danes question is, but again, throughout the diaspora øhm… held 
true for a number of generations throughout colonization, and today you can find that 
perhaps some of the øh... some of those that continue to find favor in the societies that they 
are some of the lighter skin individuals of Africans.  
T: Okay. Well, that were all my questions. So… if there is anything else you want to say, 
something you’d like to add? 
S: I think that pretty much covers it.  
T: Okay  
S: Thank you for the interest. I know it’s an educational assignment, but still, I want to thank 
you for your interest. It is not an easy thing for anyone a person, people, a nation, to look at its 
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own history and to investigate how their own history has impacted other peoples and 
cultures. 
T: M-hm 
S: And in Denmark we are finding that there are not only people that are willing to look at our 
own history and to do this, but to go beyond seeing how Danish history has negatively 
impacted other peoples and countries. But we are finding that there are those in Denmark 
that are willing to make amends… and so it is not an easy thing for an individual to do.  
T: Mhm 
S: Or for people and nation to do like I said earlier and so certainly I wanted to commend you 
and to express my gratitude and appreciation for your interest and for this project you are 
working on with your colleagues okay 
T: M-hm. Thank you for your time.  
S: You are very welcome. Can I ask you? 
T: Yes 
S: You are involved in culture and identity program? 
T: øhm… no, we are on our second semester, so øhm... It’s just basic science right now.  
S: Okay 
T: yeah.  
S: I am participating in a debate here back in maybe September, I don’t know, were you 
involved, one of the students involved? 
T: I don’t think I went there.  
S: Okay  
T: I started things in September, I started in September. Yeah. So this is only our second 
project, but the reason why we picked this topic, is because we found out that we didn’t know 
anything about it, I mean, I’m not a history-bove but I know stuff, and so when we talked 
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about doing øhm... a project about Denmark as a colonial power, we were saying like: “okay, 
there is Greenland and the Danish Vest Indies and øhm… what do we know about this?”… 
Nothing. I mean, the common Danish person thinks that the Danes didn’t have anything to do 
with the slavery, they’re just “ah, well. That was just a paradise, that was tourist and paradise 
and that was it, that was it. We had nothing to do with slavery.    
S: Yeaaah, well. 
T: Yeah.  
S: Again, thank you for your interest  
T: griner.  
S: I hope your project goes well. 
T: Thank you.  
S: Give my regards to your colleagues and your professors. 
T: thank you and thank you for your time. 
S: Thank you. It was my pleasure. Nice to meet you. 
T: You too.  
S: All right. 
T: Bye. 
S: Bye bye.    
 
 
